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 6A       WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION SERVICES – REPORT OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT PORTFOLIO HOLDER 

 
  Councillor Mrs M Sartin, the Environment Portfolio Holder will report orally on these 

services which have been disrupted recently due to the adverse weather conditions. 
 
In accordance with Section 100B (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 and Council 
Procedure Rule 3.2 the Chairman has deemed this item as urgent business in view of 
the public interest. 
 

 6B       CALL-IN AND URGENCY AND EXPENDITURE OUTSIDE OF BUDGETARY 
FRAMEWORK – 20/30 AND 40/49 CARTERSFIELD ROAD, WALTHAM ABBEY 
(Pages 3 - 4) 

 
  To consider the attached report. 

 
 7. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS   

 
  Exclusion: To consider whether, under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government 

Act 1972, the public and press should be excluded from the meeting for the items of 
business set out below on grounds that they will involve the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in the following paragraph(s) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 
Act (as amended) or are confidential under Section 100(A)(2): 
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8 Contract of Employment – 
Post XEX/01 
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The Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, which came 
into effect on 1 March 2006, requires the Council to consider whether maintaining the 
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exemption listed above outweighs the potential public interest in disclosing the 
information. Any member who considers that this test should be applied to any 
currently exempted matter on this agenda should contact the proper officer at least 24 
hours prior to the meeting. 
 
Confidential Items Commencement: Paragraph 9 of the Council Procedure Rules 
contained in the Constitution require: 
 
(1) All business of the Council requiring to be transacted in the presence of the 

press and public to be completed by 10.00 p.m. at the latest. 
 
(2) At the time appointed under (1) above, the Chairman shall permit the 

completion of debate on any item still under consideration, and at his or her 
discretion, any other remaining business whereupon the Council shall proceed 
to exclude the public and press. 

 
(3) Any public business remaining to be dealt with shall be deferred until after the 

completion of the private part of the meeting, including items submitted for 
report rather than decision. 

 
Background Papers:  Paragraph 8 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules of 
the Constitution define background papers as being documents relating to the subject 
matter of the report which in the Proper Officer's opinion: 
 
(a) disclose any facts or matters on which the report or an important part of the 

report is based;  and 
 
(b) have been relied on to a material extent in preparing the report and does not 

include published works or those which disclose exempt or confidential 
information (as defined in Rule 10) and in respect of executive reports, the 
advice of any political advisor. 

 
Inspection of background papers may be arranged by contacting the officer 
responsible for the item. 
 

 8. CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT - POST XEX/01   
 

  The Leader of the Council to report orally. 
 

 
 



 
 

Report to the Council 
 
 
Committee: Cabinet        Date: 19 January 2010  
 
Subject:         Call-In and Urgency and Expenditure Outside of Budgetary 

Framework – 20/30 and 40/49 Cartersfield Road, Waltham Abbey 
 
Portfolio Holder: Councillor Mrs Mary Sartin     Item: 6(b) 
                                    (Environment Portfolio) 
 
 
      Recommending:  
 

(1) To note that the Chairman of the Council agreed that the decision of the 
Environment Portfolio Holder to authorise urgent works to secure 
buildings to prevent unauthorised entry and prevent them from 
becoming a danger to public health in accordance with the provisions of 
section 29 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1982 should be treated as a matter of urgency and should not be subject 
to call-in; 

 
(2) To note that the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

agreed that the expenditure was a matter of urgency and required prior 
to the matter being considered by full Council; and 

 
 
(3) To receive details of the level of expenditure incurred and on any 

proposals for the mitigation of the expenditure by the deferment of 
other expenditure 

. 
 

                          ____________________________________________ 
 
 

1. (Chief Executive) The Council is the freeholder of the Cartersfield Road 
Industrial Estate in Waltham Abbey. 20/30 & 40/49 Cartersfield Road consist 
of a large warehouse and smaller buildings let on a long ground lease to 
Cartersfield Road Properties Ltd who in turn have sublet the premises to OEP 
Furniture Group.  

 
      2.  OEP Furniture Group have gone into administration and the premises have 

been unoccupied for some considerable time. Receivers have been 
appointed and the Council is in the process of taking action for non payment 
of rent.  

 
3.  The premises were insecure and full of combustible material, consisting of 

paper, cardboard and wood. There were also some gas cylinders in and 
around the site. There are significant quantities of asbestos in the buildings. 
The inside of the buidings have been vandalised and several small fires have 
occurred within the premises. Unauthorised entry is taking place on a regular 
basis by youths/teenagers. 
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4.  The Council was informed by Essex County Fire and Rescue Service that they 

were seriously concerned over the potential for a serious fire which due to the 
proximity of the site to the M25 motorway could necessitate the closure of the 
motorway. 

 
5.  The Council as freeholder has no legal obligation to do anything but does 

have a duty to consider the wider implications for its other tenants on the 
industrial estate and the local community. 

 
6.  Attempts to persuade the receivers and all parties with an interest in the lease 

to carry out urgent works to secure the premises did not meet with any 
success. 

 
7.  The legal process provided for within the terms of the lease for the Council to 

serve notice that it intends to enter onto the land, compile a schedule of works 
to be carried out and allow time for those works to be carried out would have 
taken up to three months with no guarantee of success.  

 
8.  In view of the need for an urgent remedy the Environment Portfolio Holder 

authorised the use of powers under section 29 of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (Protection of Buildings) for the Council 
to undertake woks immediately to secure the building against unauthorised 
entry or to prevent it from becoming a danger to public health. 

 
9. The Chairman of the Council agreed, in accordance with Rule 21 of the 

Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, that the decision of the Portfolio 
Holder was reasonable in the circumstances, should be treated as a matter of 
urgency and should not be subject to call-in as any delay likely to be caused 
by the call-in process would have seriously prejudiced the Council’s and the 
public interests. 

 
10. There was no budget provision to cover the cost of the works and the 

Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee agreed, in accordance 
with paragraph 2.63 of Appendix B to the Financial Regulations, that the 
expenditure was a matter of urgency and required prior to the matter being 
considered by full Council. 

 
11. An oral report will be made on the level of expenditure incurred and, if 

possible, on any proposals for the mitigation of the expenditure by the 
deferment of other expenditure. 

  
      12. In accordance with Section 100B (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 and 

Council Procedure Rule 3.2 the Chairman has deemed this item as urgent 
business as there is a requirement under paragraph 2.64 of Appendix B to the 
Financial Regulations to report to the next available council meeting on 
expenditure incurred outside of the budgetary framework. 
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